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Black Jack – Summer 2024  No.211 

    
Editorial team  
Nigel Robinson, David Hornsby & Andrew McAlpine.  
Website – Neil Richardson 

 
Black Jack is the quarterly magazine of the 
Southampton Branch of the World Ship Society.  
 

Branch Meetings 
 

Venue:  
St James Road Methodist Church 
St James Road 
Shirley  
Southampton, SO15 5HE  
All meetings commence at 19.30 and the meeting 
room is to be vacated by 21.30. Meetings are on 
the second Tuesday of each month. 
 
 

Honorary Branch Secretary  
 
Situation Vacant see opposite 
 
 
 
Chairman 
Neil Richardson 
109 Stubbington Lane 
Stubbington 
Fareham, Hants 
PO14 2PB                                  01329 663450 
 
Treasurer 
Andrew Hogg 
“Debanker” 
Lyburn Road 
Hamptworth 
Salisbury 
SP5 2DP                           01794 390502 
 
Visits Organiser 
Adrian Tennet 
34 New Road 
Fair Oak 
SO50 8EN                           023 8060 0197 
 
Full details of all committee members can be found 
on the Southampton WSS website at 
www.sotonwss.org.uk 
 

Editorial contact: 
Nigel Robinson 
2 Glencarron Way 
Bassett 
Southampton  
SO16 7EF                                   023 8079 0876 
email:  nigelvrobinson@gmail.com  
 

 
2024 Branch Meeting Programme 
 
June 11th            Capt. James Cook.   Dr Michael Walshaw 
July 9th                Cable Ships.                             Barry Peck 
August 13th         London Dock in the 1960s.       Ian Wells 
September 10th  The Bristol Floating Harbour  
                                   and the SS Great Britain 
                                           Philip Benstead FIET AOC ARINA 
October 8th.          Amsterdam.                       Richard Joliffe 
November 12th     AGM and Digital Photography                
                                    Competition 
December 10th      Travels with Andy Skarsten 
          
 
Branch Cruise 2024 
 

Monday 15th July – from Town Quay departing 11.15 
returning at 6.15 – numbers limited to 60.  Cost £35. 

 
 

 

SITUATION VACANT!! 
 
The Branch urgently needs an Hon. Branch 
Secretary – please consider if you could take 
on this important position.  Note that the 
Branch cannot officially function without a 
secretary! 

 
 

 

Articles please!! 

Your editor would as always be delighted to receive any 

articles for inclusion in Black Jack and also any snippets and 

photos for possible inclusion, 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All contributions to BJ, by post, email, memory stick or CD 
are most welcome. Any article with a connection to The 
Solent area would be much appreciated. The Editor  
could reproduce magazine or newspaper articles but 
preference is given to articles ‘by the branch – for the branc 
. 
 

Would members please ensure that any changes to their 
postal and/or email addresses are notified to the Branch 
as soon as possible. 
 
 
  
 

http://www.sotonwss.org.uk/
mailto:nigelvrobinson@gmail.com
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Welcome to the latest notebook from the port of Southampton, here are the latest updates on the comings and goings 
and other news from around the port.  Its that time of year again and the cruise ships have returned for their UK summer 
season, March saw the return of the first ship Sky Princess, and in April MSC Euribia and MSCVirtuosa were in together 
for the second and final time as Virtuosa arrived to replace uribia. 
 

 
Left: Seeing double - MSC Euribia arrives alongside MSC Virtuosa 23 rd 
April 2024 
 

below: Queen Anne seen arriving early evening 30th April 2024. 

 
The container terminal remains busy despite the loss of a 
couple of services. The capacity upgrade of CMA CGM’s 
FAL1 service is complete, and we have now seen visits 
from all of the 23,000TEU Jaques Saade class ships that 
are now deployed. The last one being                 CMA CGM Montmartre which arrived 27th March.  More significantly 
24,000TEU ships are now able to berth on the original berths (1-3) which involves sailing round the tight corner opposite 
Marchwood Sailing Club. The first ship to do this was Hapag-Llloyd’s Manila Express 1st May. 

 
 

 

left: Making History Manila Express sailing past “the knuckle” for 
SCT 

 

 

CMA CGM has ventured into the car carrying marking with 
a series of ships all named after famous race tracks. The 
second ship in the class CMA CGM Monaco arrived 7th 
April. 

right: The LNG fuelled CMA CGM Monaco arriving 7th  

April.Until next time wishing you Happy ship spotting 

all photos by Andrew McAlpine                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Andrew’s Note Book 
Some new or infrequent callers to Southampton Docks by Andrew McAlpine 
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D-Day Headquarters ships were  
 
HMS HILARY and HMS LAWFORD in Area 19 Line W  
HMS ROYAL ULSTERMAN and HMS WAVENEY in Area 19 Line E  
Landing Ships Infantry used in the assault included  
In Area 7 - HMCS PRINCE DAVID, ss. BIARRITZ, ss ISLE OF GUERNSEY, HMS DUKE OF WELLINGTON, HMS 
PRINCE ALBERT, ss PRINCESS MARGARET, HMS PRINCESS JOSEPHINE CHARLOTTE, ss VICTORIA and two 
boom carriers in Area 7  
In Area 18 - ss LADY OF MANN, HMS ST HELIER, HMS BRIGADIER, ss MONOWAI, ss CLAN LAMONTHMCS 
PRINCE HENRY and ss LLANGIBBY CASTLE  
In Area 22 - HMS INVICTA, ss ISLE OF THANET, ss MECKLENBERG, ss DUKE OF ARGYLL, HMS QUEEN EMMA, 
HMS ULSTER MONARCH, ss CANTERBURY, ss LAIRD’S ISLE, HMS PRINCESS ASTRID and ss MAID OF ORLEANS  
Force J comprised  
25 LCT (two in Area 18, two in Area 20 and the remainder in Area 22)  
14 Destroyers (four in Area 4, three in Area 22 and seven in Area 31)  
3 Corvettes in Area 26  
7 trawlers in Area 31  
3 Flotillas of Minesweepers in Areas 29, 30 and 31 

 
 
 
 
NEW RED FUNNEL VEHICLE FERRIES ? 

  
RED FUNNEL have announced that they are planning to build three new vehicle ferries to replace 
the current “Raptor” class that were built 28-30 years ago.  The current proposal is to construct three 
slightly smaller hybrid-powered ferries with similar capacity at a probable cost of about £100 million 
with delivery between 2028/9 and 2031. 
  
Since June 2017, the Red Funnel Group has been owned by Hawk Acquisition Ltd, then Falcon Ac-
quisitions, jointly on behalf of UK and Canadian pension funds, the West Midlands Pension Fund and 
the Workplace Safety & Insurance Board of Province of Ottawa.  Hawk/Falcon acquired the Red 
Funnel business via Australian Bank Macquarie from Infracapital Partners, a Prudential Group Fund, 
who themselves had acquired the business from the previous owners in June 2007 for £200 million. 
Prior to that, the Company was owned by a management buy-out backed by Bank of Scotland (2004-
7), JP Morgan Partners (2001-4) and ABP Holdings (1989-2001). 
  
The three current “Raptor” ferries, Red Falcon (1994), Red Osprey (1994) and Red Eagle (1996) 
were built in Scotland by Ferguson Shipbuilders at Port Glasgow.  The ferries were rebuilt and refit-
ted between 2003 and 2005 by Remontowa SA at Gdansk in Poland, including being slightly length-
ened with an additional car deck to increase car equivalent capacity from 100 to 213 units with 892 
passenger capacity. The Company also operates the Red Kestrel (2019) freight ferry, two fast fer-
ries, Red Jet 6 (2016) and Red Jet 7 (2018).  Following reduced passenger numbers since Covid, 
the third fast ferry, Red Jet 4 (2003-2024), was recently sold to South Korean owners and left South-
ampton on 25th May as deck cargo on AAL Kobe.  In September 2023, the Company also acquired 
Blue Funnel Ferries from Lee Rayment, including the Hythe Ferry service across Southampton Wa-
ter, now renamed Hythe & Southampton Ferry Co. Ltd. 
  
The current Chairman of Red Funnel is Stephen Ridgeway, the CEO Fran Collins and other directors 
are Erik Ostergaard (also a director of CalMac Ferries) and since September 2023 local developer 
Iain Delaney of Captiva Homes.  Eight other directors resigned en-masse at the end of February 
2024. The Red Funnel Group has a reported current turnover of about £60 million per annum. 
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